
 

 

 
 

 
 

Media Release 

Wolfgang Rihm Is the LUCERNE FESTIVAL ACADEMY’s New  Artistic Director 

Matthias Pintscher Named Principal Conductor 

Lucerne, 04 September 2015. Starting in the summer of 2016, the German composer Wolfgang 
Rihm will assume overall artistic directorship of the LUCERNE FESTIVAL ACADEMY. The 
conductor and composer Matthias Pintscher will support him as Principal Conductor and will be 
responsible each summer for a central Academy program; he will additionally focus on developing 
the Academy Orchestra. Both contracts are for a period of five years. The founder of the LUCERNE 
FESTIVAL ACADEMY, Pierre Boulez, will continue to remain in close dialogue with Wolfgang Rihm, 
Matthias Pintscher, and the Festival team as Honorary President of the Academy. For twelve years 
the LUCERNE FESTIVAL ACADEMY has been regarded as a unique international educational 
campus in the field of contemporary classical music of the 20th and 21st centuries. It offers 
continuing training not only for some 120 instrumentalists between 18 and 32 years of age but also 
for young directors and composers.  

“I am extremely delighted that in the person of Wolfgang Rihm a leading figure of contemporary 
music will be taking over artistic leadership of the LUCERNE FESTIVAL ACADEMY,” remarks 
Michael Haefliger, LUCERNE FESTIVAL’s Executive and Artistic Director. “On the strength of his 
experience and his knowledge in connection with the Academy, Wolfgang Rihm will be in a position 
to establish new directions for linking creativity with effective ways of working together for young 
instrumentalists, conductors, and composers. This summer Matthias Pintscher has returned for a 
third time as a teacher and conductor to help shape the Academy’s work in marvelous ways, as 
seen for example in the recent “Day for Pierre Boulez”. To have secured him as the future Principal 
Conductor will be a great enhancement for LUCERNE FESTIVAL!” 

As far as Wolfgang Rihm is concerned, it is important to continue leading the Academy in the 
tradition of its founder Pierre Boulez, thereby further expanding the intensive interchange among 
top-class young instrumentalists, conductors, and composers. “For young artists it can be 
tremendously enlightening to work with composers from their own time. It often happens that 
misleading, myopic views that are commonplace impede access to the reality of a score. 
Conversely, an encounter with praxis is often essentially more important for young composers than 
yet another turn of the artificial screw. For imagination also arises from knowledge of the technical 
conditions for realizing a score. And so this is what we expect from an Academy: that cultural 
spheres of knowledge and skill will be brought into mutual contact, shaping and enhancing each 
other in terms of the potential for understanding and realization. A musical text requires a 
performance that makes it a reality. Yet this is a form of prefigured understanding. Academy is 
dialogue!” 

Artistic Planning Beginning in the Summer of 2016 

Starting in 2016 a new composition seminar will be instituted to create a workshop in which young 
composers can develop their works directly with an international group of young musicians. In this 
way an additional emphasis for the Academy in the future will be given to promoting composers.  
Already this year Wolfgang Rihm took on the reins of artistic director of the Roche Young 
Commissions, an initiative in which young composers are commissioned to complete new pieces 
within the framework of the Academy over a two-year period; these new commissions are then 



 

 

 
 

 
 

premiered during the Summer Festival. In addition, master classes for conductors and ensembles 
will continue to be planned as an integral component of the Academy. 

In the summer of 2016 Principal Conductor Matthias Pintscher and the Academy Orchestra will 
work on Stravinsky’s Firebird, Mark Andre’s hij 1, and György Ligeti’s San Francisco Polyphony and 
then present these works in a concluding concert. Pintscher will also conduct the Ensemble 
intercontemporain in the Academy’s opening concert. Other conductors who will work with the 
Academy Orchestra are the Finn Susanna Mälkki and the American Alan Gilbert. The percussionist 
Martin Grubinger and the violinist Anne-Sophie Mutter will also appear as soloists with the 
LUCERNE FESTIVAL ACADEMY Orchestra. 

Wolfgang Rihm , who was born in 1952 in Karlsruhe, ranks among the most sought-after 
contemporary composers of our time. His work catalogue encompasses more than 400 
compositions in all genres. Through a series of large orchestral works in the late 1970s, Rihm 
became a prominent topic of discussion in the debate over the musical avant-garde. For many 
years he has enjoyed a special relationship with LUCERNE FESTIVAL, and he highly values the 
city and its cultural life. In 1997 his works were highlighted as the Festival’s contemporary focus 
when he served as composer-in-residence. On 19 August 1998, on the occasion of the opening of 
the KKL Luzern, his work IN-SCHRIFT was presented by the Berlin Philharmonic in a concert 
alongside Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony. Many other commissions have followed, such as a Violin 
Concerto for Carolin Widmann in 2008. In the 2011-12 season Rihm’s cycle Nähe fern, a joint 
commission with the Lucerne Symphony Orchestra, was juxtaposed with the symphonies of 
Brahms. For this year’s “A Day for Pierre Boulez” held on 23 August, Rihm’s orchestral piece 
Gruss-Moment – für Pierre Boulez zum 90 Geburtstag (Greeting Moment – for Pierre Boulez on His 
90th Birthday) received its world premiere. 

Matthias Pintscher , who was born in 1971 in Marl in the German state of North Rhine-Westphalia, 
ranks among the most successful composers of the younger generation. His music theater works 
have been premiered at the Dresden Semperoper and the Opéra National de Paris, while his works 
for orchestra have been premiered by the Berlin Philharmonic, the Philharmonia Orchestra, and the 
Cleveland Orchestra. As a conductor Pintscher has been developing a wide repertoire especially of 
works of the 19th and 20th centuries. He has conducted such ensembles as the New York 
Philharmonic and the Bavarian Radio Symphony Orchestra; in September 2015 he will make his 
debut with the Berlin Philharmonic. Since 2010 Pintscher has enjoyed an association with the BBC 
Scottish Symphony Orchestra as “artist-in-association,” and in 2014 he began his partnership as 
“artist-in-residence” with the Danish National Symphony and the Danish National Chamber 
Orchestra. He has served as Music Director of the Ensemble intercontemporain since the 2013-14 
season. Pintscher teaches as a professor of composition at the Juilliard School in New York. In 
2006 he was highlighted as “composer-in-residence” during LUCERNE FESTIVAL in Summer. 

Partner of the LUCERNE FESTIVAL ACADEMY – Roche 
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